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lliinois Farm Bureaw’s tradi-
tonal grassroots process was on
full display during the organiza-
tion’s 2025 Annual Meeting as
324 voting members considerad
aad adopted new policy on top-
ics such ag land use and farmland
preservation, development of new
uses and new markets, labor and
maore.

Members gathered at the
Hyatt Regency in Chicago Dec,
6-8 1o celebrate the year's suc-
cesses and introduce new policies
that will guide the organization
over the next year. [n total, voting
members debated and approved
346 policy submittals.

Policy highlights include:

New policy language calling
for oppositen to the development
of data centers, cryptecurrency
mining operations, and similar
facilities if they decrease the reli-
ability of the elecric grid, increase
the cost of electricity to the rural
community, or have the porential
to deplete aquifers that communi-
tles depends on.

Support for expanding con-
sumer and wholesale marker

oppertunities for Minois poulory
producers 1o process on the farm
at USDA/FSIS limits, Support for re-
tailers to Increase the availabilicy of
lllinois-grown products and [DOA
advertising directly to consumers
to purchase Illinols-grown products.

A new subheading on ‘Spe-
cialey Crops’ calling for expanding
the size and scope of specialty
Crop insurance tools, a permanent
strucaure to deliver emergency eco-
nomic assistance, expanding and
pemanent various direct purchase
and procurement programs, supporr
for industry research and grant pro-
grams that promole new agronomy
practices and technologies, parmer-
ships among industry participanes,
infrastructure development, and the
adoption of on-farm value-added
activities.

New policy language support-
ing H-2A Work Program Adminis-
tration calling for clarity in H-2A
regulations and administration,
streamlining the application process
te support electronic application
fling, employers filing a single ap-
plication for labor needs, even if
needs are staggered throughout the

$1,500 scholarship Available for
Votational/ Technical Program

The Adams County Farm Bureau Foundation is pleased to arnounce

the 2nd year for the Vocational/Technical scholarship. it is designed for
those students entering a vo-tech program whete they will concentrate
on a skill set suitable for the workforce. Typlcally, these are certificate
programs with a shorter duration than a typical associate or bachelor’s
degree.

This will allow a student to become skilied and be part of the lo-
cal community workforee. Agricilure is dependent on skilled labor in a
vatiety of fields in order to help out community.

Applications wilt be available January 5th from the Adams County
Farm Bureau office and/or their website (adamsilfarbureau.org), email
acfbmanager@adams.ner, High Scheof Academic Counselors, and FFA ad-
visors, They will be due to the Adams County Farm Burean office by 4:00
p.m. March 315t and scholaeship winners will be announced April 17th,

year, removing the "seasonality”
requlrement to make all agricul-
tural jobs eligible, lengthening
the term of stay for workers, a
quicker, less intensive application
process for hiring H-2A workers
if the farm has had no changes
from the previous year, farmer and
worker sharing the expenses of the
puest worker program visas, transe
pertation, housing, and related
expenses, and allowing workers
with remaining time on their visa
te work on other qualified farms.

New policy langzage would
also oppose the Adverse Effect
Wage Rate {AEWR) being above
the state minimuiem wage and ad-
ditfienal state regulations that add
application processing delays.

New policy 1o support re-
generative agriculture practices
refening to improving soil health
and funcdon, the key principles
focusing on keeping soil cov-
etad, minimizing soil diswrbance,
keeping living roots as often as
possible, maximizing biodiversicy
and integrating livestock, within
local context.

Support for incentives being
based on a menu of regeneracve
agriculture practices, rather than
a prescriptive list, policy support-
ing regenerative practices, and
education, outreach and rechnical
assistance around the value and
implementation of regenerative
agriculture practices.

Approximately 2,024 |FB
members and staff registered to
attend the conference in which
members celebrated individual
and organizational achievements
in 2025,

Adams County Farm Bureau
Foundation is Offering
$1,500 Scholarships

The Adams County Farm Bureau Foundarion has been blessed with
generous donadiens from our membership. The Foundarion Board of Direc-
tors has agreed to offer 4 - $1,500 scholarships. It is the boards irtention
based on qualified zpplicants o award (2} scholarships to graduating
seniors and {2) scholarships to graduates already pursuing a degree.

These scholarships are awarded on the bases of exceptional scholas-
tic ability and/or financial need. Applications must be an Adams County
Farm Bureau member, spouse of a mensber, or child of a member (minimurn
of 1 year), More detailed quafifications and criteria are on applicztion,

Applicatons will be available January 5th from the Adams County
Farm Bureau Office or on their website (adamsilarmbureau.crg), email
acfbmanager@adams.net, High School Academic Counsefors, or FEA advi-
sors. They wili be due o the Adams County Farm Bureau office at 4:00pm
March J1st and scholarship winners will be announced April | 7th.

Summer intern Applications
Now Open

The Adams County Farm Burear Foundation is excited to offer a
Summer Intemship Program once again for 2024! This opportunity is
open to students who have completed at least one year of college and are
current Adams County Farm Bureau members or dependents of members.

The Internship is expected to run from mid-May through August
1, tetaling approximately 300 hours. While most work will take place
in the office at 330 5. F&th St, Quincy during regular business hours,
some evening and weekend avallability will be required especially during
the Adams Ceunty Fait and the Locally Grown Farmters Market season,

Abeut 75% of the inrernship will suppert our Ag Literacy program,
with the remaining 25% devoted to Farm Bureau initatives, projacts,
and assisting with 4-H programming. This hands-on experience provides
vatuable exposure to agricultural education, community outreach, and
organizational leadership.

Applications open December I and are due by February [, 2074,
An interview process will follow to select the candidate best suited for
the position.

To apply, email acfbmanager@adams.neswith “lnternship Applica-
fion” in the subject line, and we will send you the application form. You
can also download it directly from our website at adamsilfarmbureac.
org under the Foundation tab.
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PRESIDENT'S
COMMENTS

BY BEN HUGENBERG,
PRESIDENT

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone. With a new
year, we bring renewal, a reset. Iz allows us a point to start over and say,
2025 is in the past and 2026 15 the furure.

We can look at this from our farm operations. I 2025 was hot
2 great financial year, we have hope that 2024 will be better. We make
changes and leam from the prior years to give us the best chance at
doing so. We have hope.

IF the year prior has bzen plagued with difficult personal issues,
from health to relationship breakdowns, or even at its worst the death
of a friend or family member, the new year brings us the hope of better
times, A point where we can priorltize our bealth and make changes for
the batrer, rebuild those old relationships on new foundations or simply
build new relationships all together. It also allows us a point to come 1o
terms with things that we cannot change, In the situation of the passing
of someone we care about, we can pray and hope that now they are and
foraver will be at peace and free of all burdans this worid has,

We also must reflect on the good things that have occumed in
piior years. Possibly a new relationship took root, a friendship that will
fast for years to come. A new business has started, although it may have
been a difficult year maybe it was a fulfifling one, Maybe you gor a new
Pet, a new puppy who will be your best friend for the vears to come or
maybe, you are now part of a brand new individual, there was a birth,
Children change the lives of all they touch with happiness,

The new year s a reset, a fresh start. it is 2 time for refection and
a tine for assessment. A time to set goals and develop a plar to be able
to achieve them. It is a reminder that we have completed one more trip
around the sun and a simple reminder that those wrips are not infinite,

_As well a5 ourselves, we can reflect on the businesses and orga-
nizations we are in ard apply the same logic, reflect and plan to make
better. In the lllinofs Farm Bureau we have seen several leadership changes,
from different individuals on the board all the way o the Presldent The
membership has made a change and now we must hope, strive, and
work for betterment.

Merry Christmas and [ wish everyone a Happy New Year.

e ————— 2o { 8o, I ——

for Prtners!

All Farm Bureau.
members nanp receive

Partners for FREE as o
MEMEER BENEFIT!

Grain Bids Available Via E-mail

If you would like ¢o recefve this page on e-mail at 4:30 p.m. each
day, then please e-mail the Adams County Farm Bureau st acfb@adams.
nec. Send the e-mail with subject line Grain Bids and rype your name,
e-mail address and phone number in the body of the e-mail.

IAA Foundation
Offers Scholarships
To Support

Agriculture

More than $340,000 in
scholarships are available for agri-
culture stwdents through the (AA
Foundation.

“Offering scholarships thar
encourage students to explore
degrees in agriculture related fields
is a privilege,” said Jennifer Smith,
[AA Foundadon development man-
ager. "It is imperative that future
agriculture leaders recelve financial
support so they can focus on their
education and begin to build their
career in agriculture.”

Agriculture students and
[llinois Farm Bureau® ({FB) mem-
bers, spouses and dependents
are eligible to apply for college
scholarships offered by the IAA
Foundation, Ilinois Farm Bureaurs
charitable arm.

Applicazions are now open
for a variety of financial awards
including the newly created Gene
A Daiber Scholarship, . Lloyd and
Elizabeth Broaddus lones Schol-
arship, Joe and Sue Summerville
Scholarship, Kenneth and Kay
Engle Agriculture Scholarship, Pat
Qaks Memorial Scholarship, and
Paul Meints Scholarship. Addition-
ally, the LAA Foundation offers
scholarships on behalf of Praivie
Farms Dairy, lllinois Pork Produc-
ers Association and several family
scholarships established to honor
legacies and loved ones.

Scholarships are awarded
based on involvement in extra-
carricular activities, communicy
service, academic performance,
leadership experiences and an
essay. Previous winners of an {AA
Foundation scholarship are eligible
o apply again if the individual
scholarship zllows.

A full listing of available
scholarships and eligibility guide-
lines is available at wwwizafoun-
dation.org. Applications must be
completed online by February
15, For more infermation, conzact
Adams County Farm Bureau by
emailing acfbmanger@adams.net,
the IAA Foundation ar 309-557-
2232, or email Jennifer Smith at
smith@ilfborg

FARM BUREAU DAILY GRAIN BIDS
7/18/25 CORN SOYBEANS WHEAT
ELEVATOR CSH JUN OCT CSH JUN ° OCT CSH  NEW
CBOT FUTURES 409 428 445 1028 1036 1083 546 544
CARG Flozence 417 428 43% 1033 1001 053
CARG Beardstown 417 428 435 1033 1001 (053
CGB Naples 427 397 1040 1001 1044 487 487
CGB E Hannibal 401 388 10146 990 482 4B2
©GB Loulsiana 401 388 1018 990 482 482
Bunge-SCF GV 418 398 1013 994
Maschhoffs 413 398
Bartlest 428 403 435
lersey Grain 411 398 430 1031 1001 492 492
Roquette 396 403 425 1010 942
Ursa Farmers 401 397 1022 990 481 481
Dearwester 398 384 413 1026 %8S 1028 481 481
ADM-Quiney 400 379 404 1045 935 1042

"NOW AVAILABLE TO YOU ON E-MAIL-CONTACT YOUR COUNTY FARM BUREAL"

LEGISLATIVE
NEWS & VIEWS

By
RYAN MEYER

2025 in the books: A dryer than normal spring, feeder calves

“hit a new high, grear wheat yields, followed by a wet Iuly, record high

live cattle, high expectations for com and soybean yields, falling grain
prices, then dry August, combine start rolling, dry September, grain prices
fail gven lower, warm Qctober, dry conditions, harvest stazng to wrap
up, fall fenilizer and tillage hit full on mode, Thanksgiving, snow and
cold for 20+ days, JAA annual meeting, heat wave, Christmas, 2025
gone in a fash.

Yes, a lot has happened in 2025, Looking back just a few weeks
age at the IAA annual meeting delegate session in Chicago, poli-
cies and bylaws were vigorously debated as they should be [sculpt-
ing new policies and finetuning oid to fic the path and beliefs of Illinois
Farm Bureau members). Differing opinions were evident on the floor
as some policies made the nomal “Yea” or Nea’ vote 166 close to call re-
quiring a standing vote. Then, with 2n amendment to the agenda, voting
was underway for President ard the Vice President. Philip Nelson came
away with the victory for President while Evan Hultien held on to Vice
President. According to. Philip Nelson's campaign speech, he would like
to take the (llinols Farm Bureau organization on a gifferent path mev-
ing forward. It will be Interestng to see how he Incorporates his ideas
into the current agricultural landscape, as he has been a past [linois
Farm Bureau President,

1f 2026 follows suiz, it will also pass in a flash. 1 hope everyone took
time to reflect on all the blessings God has given us in 2025. 2026 will
have highs and lows just like every other year, but as an eternal optimisr,
1 think it will be the best year ever for agriculture.

Quincy Area Chamber Now Accepting

Nominations for 2026 Ag Awards

The Quincy Area Chamber is excited to announce that nominations
are now open for the 2028 Agribusiness of the Year Awardand the Lasry
Fischer Ag Educator of the Year Award. The deadline for submissions
is 5 p.m. on Friday, Januaty . 2028, and winners will be honored at
the annual Quincy Area Chamber Ag Banquer presented by Compesr
Financial, scheduled for Tuesday, March 10, 2026.

These prestigious awards recognize excellence in the agricultural
industry and educazion while building awareness of agriculture’s vital
role in the Quincy area.

Bruce Guthrie, President/CEQ of the Quincy Area Chamber of
Comanierce, shared: *As 2 Chamber, we are honored to recognize excel-
lence in agriculure. By opening nominations, we're asking the community
to help us idendfy the cutstanding businesses and educators shaping the
futwre of ag in our region.”

Agribusiness of the Year Award

This award is open to businesses of any size within a 50-mile radius
of Quincy that demonstrates:

= Strong ties to the agricultural community.

+ A record of community involvement.

* Excellent customer service,

» Use of madem business practices.

Membership In the Chamber Is not required to be eligible,

Lany Fischer Ag Educator of the Year Award

This award recognizes an cuts@nding educator within 3 50-mile
radius of Quincy who has:

* Strong connections 10 the agricultural community.

= Made a significant impact in the classroom and beyond,

* Inspired students through innovative teaching and oumeach ef-
forts,

Eiigible nominees include current o1 past high school and college
teachers, ag literacy educators, and professionals who work directly with
producers. Nominations should highlight the educator's work and its
effect on students and the community,

How ro Submit Nominadons

Nomination forms and additienal details can be found et
https:/Awww.quincychamber.org/agrculwre/ .

‘The mission of the Quincy Area Chamber of Commerce is to Corn-
nect Members, Advocate for Business, and Promote the Community.

ADAMS COUNTY COUNTRY

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES
STAFE 2 OFFICE LOBATIONS

ADAMS COUNTY 831 8, 26ib, Sulte 4B
AGENCY 217-222-5a1
217-540-5430 Jack Bastortuueeconencsossaeans Agant
Jecea Palmor o.......... Distrlet Loader  Licha Laseman ..., Agant Acsistant
[ LUT R LTI ——— Agant
330 8. 36th 8¢, Mary Canneil ......... Agant Assistant
217-222-7304
Etica Stephenson ................. Agent UBERTY
OFHEE
495 Hampshice St. £01 8. Main St. » 217-643-3042
247-936-2120 Joff Kroeneks, e raessssersrenses Ag0E
Lacey Casey oo S—— 1T

CAMP POINT DFFICE

Kafynna Olzon........
126 E. Stafe 8.

Agent Assictant

1932 State Siroet 217-640-5994
217-222-7300 PIETTR 1 — 7 1
Bl BV oo ceemmscnrsssssnecsns Bg0at Khalesh Fughes...... Agart Acsistant
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Notes From The
Manager

Annabelle
Schaffnit

Meny Christmas! [ have of-
ficially completed my Ffirst Nlinois
Agricultural Association (IAA) An-
nual Meeting as manager, and what
an experience it was.

In the weeks leading up 1o
the meeting, preparation was in
full swing. Making sure all the pa-
perwork was In order, conference
regismazions were correct, and hatel
reservations were booked for the
right nights was, to pur it fighly,
stressful, 1 may have panic-called
Shawn about four times, Over the
past six months, I've leamed that
Shawn and | approach things very
differently. He's very much a “go
with the flow” kind of guy, while |
like to have everything planned out
and be prepared for every possible
scenario. So, when [ called him two
days before heading t Chicago and
he said, “Well, if you forget some-
thing, just buy it up there,” that was
definitely not the reassurance | was
{ooking forl

Thankfully, once we amived in
Chicago, everything went smoothly.
The meeting irself was a breeze, and
Fm happy o report that | didn't
have to run 1o the store for a single
forgotten Item,

While in Chicago, Shawn was
officially recognized as a retiree. He
walked across the stage as llinois
Farm Buteau shared a wonderful
viden highligkting bis career, com-
plete with mentioning his love for
golf and baseball. ARter the session,

the Adams County group and
our elected officials gathered ar
Harry Caray’s 10 celebrate Shawn's
fetirement one last time. Joining
us were State Representative Kyle
Maore, State Representative €D,
Davidsmeyer, State Representative
Norine Hammond, and $tate Sena-
tor Kl Tracy. | am wuly grateful for
the smong relationships we have
with these leaders and for their
genuine concern for the challenges
our local farmers face.

This year was also my first
time experiencing delegate session.
Delegate session is when repre-
sentatjves from all counties come
together to debate and discuss
policy changes and resolutions
proposed throughout the year,
One discussion, focused on agri-
cudtural education at the college
level, [asted nearly two hours. I'm
not exaggerating! [ had no idea just
how passionate farmers are about
these Issues, and it was Inspiring
1o witness their commitment to
shaping the future of agriculture,

As we wrapped up annual
meeting, it hit me that I've al-
ready been in this position for
six months. I've ofter heard the
saying thac the days are long, but
the years fly by, and now | truly
understand it. Fm stll learning
something new every day, and
that’s one of the things [ fove mast
about this job. No two days ate the
same. [ never know what question
will be on the other end of the
phone or who might walk through
the door with a story about know-
Ing one of my grandpas from years
ago. In those moments, | usually
respond with, “Yep, 1'd believe [
or “Oh my gosh, Grandpa,” fol-
lowed by an eye roll,

As we head Into a new year,
'm thankful for the opportunity to
serve Adams County Farm Bureau,
for the support and mentorship
I'm receiving, and for the people
who make this organization so
special. I'm excited to continue
learning, growing, and working
on behalf of our members in the
months ahead. Wishing you and
your families a Memy Christmas
and a happy New Year.

Junathan Willar
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BOARD OF DIREGTORS
DISTRIET ! DISTRICT N1
Brad Dunzan Alan Ippansen
Luke Munggs Babby Baker
Tim Ellechrock Jared Petor
Nathan Parker Seott Yenvertloh
Matt Duestarhaus Kont Daege
Brent &lsir Dustin Speckhart
DISTRIST In) BISTRICT I
Ryzn Meyer Jacob Sehmidt
Justin Oberling Madelyn Thompson
Rab Hyer Eli Gronewald
Grant Haber Brandon Niekamp
Ben Hugenberg Jon Myens

YOUNG
FARMERS

By
TREVOR MAIERS

\_ CHAIRMAN )

Happy New Year Farm Bu-
reau! | hope you find 2024 in
good health and sphits, and you
have updated your New Years
Resolutions from last year, God
only knows what 2024 will have
in store for anyone involved in
American agricultere, but, onward
we go. Challenges will be plenty,
but the oppartunities can be few
and far between. $o, my New Years
Resolution is to keep everything in
perspective, control the conrrol-
lables, and have a well-prepared
steak occasionally. Is that going
to stop our President from trylng
to kill the price of live cattle? Ne,
bamt it's out of our hands now. Let
us ail hope for President Trump’s
resolutions, he resolves to never
tweer about American agricultura
in an attacking fashion.

On our Young Farmer agen-
da, we do have the Young Leaders
Conference in East Peoria on Feb-
ruary &th-7th. Reach out to Anna-
belle or [ for more information, and
we can register you and your family
to attend, Registration deadiine for
this conference is Jan Znd. More
information and the agenda is on
Adams County Farm Bureau Face-
book page. We had a greae crowd
last year from Adams County, and
we arg looking forward to having a
fun, engaging group again this year.
Look for more information coming
on activities for this summer

Agumg County o
Suicide =
Prevention

Coalition

Barb Baker Chapin

The New Year doesn't amive on the farm with fireworks and conferi.
It comes quietly-often in the cold, in the datk, and with chores that don’t
stop just because the calendar tums. The' New Year, however, offers some-
thing valuable - 2 chance o pause, reflect, and begin again. Buring dis
time of reflecdion, many of us resolve to make changes in ourt lives - some
resolve to lose welght, some resolve to quit smoXking or to eat healthier,

A resolution jsn't about dramatic change or perfaction. It's simply
a deciston to move forward with intention. Research shows that peaple
who set goals are more likely to make positive changes than those who
don't. Whiting down a resclution increases the likelihaod of following
through, because ic gives the brain a clear direction and 2 sense of pur-~
pose. Even modest goals - such as improving sleep, scheduling regular
family meals, or seming aside time each week for planning - can reduce
stress and improve overalf well-being.

For farm families, resolutions car: offer something especially important -
conerol in an unpredicble profession. Weather, markets, and livestock health
are often beyond one’s influence. But choosing one or wo realistic goals -
personal, family, or farm-related-can restore a sense of congol and mementum,

Studies suggest thac people who regularly reflect on their goals
experience greater motivation and resilience, both of which are essenrial
in agriculture. The key to success in creating resclutions is to keep them
practical and kind. Big, sweeping promises tend to fade quickly. Smaller
goals that fit info daily routines are far more likely 1o stick. Progress, not
perfection, is whar builds lasting change.

New beginnings don't have to be loud to be powerful. Somertimes,
they begin quietly-with a decision, 2 hope, and 2 fresh page on the calendar,

Fappy Hew Tear!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Slop (D] Fp| A BT fA
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EIT|V|CIN|B|RIR|Y[N|L|G
District I
Brad Duncan XXX
Luke Muegge XIBIX|X]
Tim Ellerbrock X]0] X
Matthew Duesterhaus Al
Nalhan Parker X|R{X
Brent Clalr X[Br¥]X
District I1 "
Jered Peler X[EIX
Bobby Baker | EfXX
Scott Venvertioh x| Tlx
Kent Decpe ¥|1] IX
Alan Ippensen XNIXX
Dustin Speckhart x|GIx
District 111 C
Rob Hyer X IAPX X
Justin Oberling L NIX X
Jonathan Willer 5| CEX
Grant Huber | E|X]

i

Districe IV E
Jacob Schmidt X [Dlxpx|
Madelyn Thompson
Eli Groneweld XXX
Jon Myers X
Brandon Nigkamp XX
Officers
Pres. Ben Hugenber X POX
V. Pres, Ryan Meyer X] XX
Y. Rep. Trever Malers X XX

17-656-3208 .
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ADAMS COUNTY'S
AG AWARENESS PROGRAM

Kinsey Tiemann, Ag Awareness
Program Coordinator

Adams County Ag in the Classroom

Wraps Up Classroom Visits for 2025

This past year has brought continued growth for Ag in the Class-
room and students served. Through continuously building relationships in
the Adams County scheols, more teachers/classrooms have been engaged
in lessons. Several new dlassrooms have signed up for agriculure lessons
in the 2025-202 6 school year. From the first semester, 398 lessons have
been delivered to 3,271 youth in Adams County,

Late November and December lessons induded classrooms at
Unity, St Francis, Blessed Sacrament, lles, Liberty, and Lincein-Douglas
Elementary Schools.

3rd Grade
K

Lincoin-Douglas third graders
A majority of the third-grade students learned about pizza Ingredi-
ents and where they came from in agriculture. This built a conversation
around supply chain and processing. Afterwards, students made min|
pizzas using a hamburger bun, pizza sauce, pepperoni, and cheese.
Lnity third grade students’ lesson was developed around apple
production and multiplication practice. This lesson provided a quick
reading about the nutritious value of apples partnered wich an activity to
understand beneficia} vs, harmful factors for tree growth. Both good and
bad factors were represented by colored tokens. Without moving their feet,
students ware Lasked with picking up these iokens and calcuiating the
overall health of their tree by multiplying the quantity students gathered.

5th Grade - lles & Lin¢oIn-Douglas
The fifth-grade students at les and Lincola-Douglas deepened their
understanding of how lllinois was formed by glaciers, This lesson provided
a brief reading for students along with a discussion of topography and
glacier maps. Aftenvards, students diagramed the stace using clay and
label parts of the map and lts relation to agricuiture,

. PRAIRIELAND FS, INC.

Kindergarten

gl FR £}

; y Blessed Sacrament
Unity Kindergarten Kindergarten

Most of the kindergarten classes at the end of the semester learned
about sheep. This lesson Included a quick, factual story related to sheep
terminology and important facts. After reading the book, students cre-
ated z sheep crafi. Students were able to take the craft home and were
challenged with telling their famify the proper names of sheep.

Unizy kindergarten students had a fun lesson built from the story
“Farm Boots” by List Detlefsen, This story taught students about the wide
variety of boots that farmers use on their farm, These included cowboy,
rubber, work, snow, waders, and ankle boos. Each of these boots have a
different role in the farmer’s wardrobe Some of these boots wete brought
into the classroom to show visible examples. Afterwards, seudents could
pick one of the boots mentioned in the story to decorate and describe
how they would use their boot,

2nd Grade
Blessed Sacrament second
grade students celebrate Ilinols |
pumpkin production during their
December lesson. Students first
read about Illineis pumpkin pro-
duction in a junior agriculture mag-
azine. While smudents completed a
pumpkin coloring page, ingredients
were mixed to make pumpkin pie
In & bag This yummy snack was a
pleasant treat for students to enfoy
with a dallop of whipped cream.
The rest of the second-grade
classroom during December leamed
aboue dairy cattle and milk produc-
tion. In the first parc of the lesson,
snident completed a reading relat-
ed to dairy cattle care. Afrerwards
students watched a guick video of
a dairy farm and their mitking ma-
chine to understand the technology
use on dairy faems. Simultaneously,
students shook a container of hieavy
whipping cream to make bucter as
3 snack with crackers,

Liberty Second Grade

~ Exceflence for Our Customer

~ Tohe the Leading Suppier of Choice
 AGRONOMY | SEED | CROP PROTETION

~ APPLIGATION | AGFINANCE | PROPANE | F

| PRECISIONFARMING | GRAIN MARKE

4th Grade

lles Fourth Grade

Unity Fourth Grade

Several fourth-grade class-
reoms learned abour Mlinois solls.
This lesson provided a deeper un-
derstanding of soil layers and how
dilferent soil depths impact how it’s
used in apriculture. For example,
{llinois soils have a deeper profile
that is berrer suited for crops while
the western Linited States has bet-
ter soil for livestock.

Unity fourth grade stu-
dents completed a reading about
specialty crops geown in [llinois
throughout the year. Afrerwards,
there was a classroom discussion
around what parts of the plant we
eat for vegetables grown in lllinois.
To tle the lesson together, students
finished the activity with a logic
puzzle.

Blessed Sacrament fourth
grade students learned abour
cotton production, This lesson
included a reading, video of the
modern cocton gin, and lastly a
dissection of 2 cotron bell. Sou-
dents enjoyed separating the seeds
within carton lint.

1st Grade

December leamed about horses
through a Carin the Hat book. This
book taught students abour differ-
ent breeds of horses and the tack
used for horses. For the second half
of the lesson, students decorate a
horse cut ous and made it into a
puppet, While this crafr was baing
made, students alse made a snack
trail mix e represent foods horses
need in their diet

+
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The Adams County Farm Bu-
reau Foundation recently awarded
four 4-H grants to support youth
development and hands-on learn-
ing. This month's recipients are
Mylan Shaifer, Jailyn Akers, Harley
Shaffer, and Jillian Shaffer. All
of these young ladies used their
funding to take meaningful steps
forward in their 4-H projects. Their
drive 1o learn and grow reflects the
true spisit of 4-H and the bright
future of agricufture.

With Mylan’s 4-H grant, she
purchased a Load-Up Show Box
Kit, a valuable tool that keeps

" Mylan Shaffer

Celebrating 4-H Grant Recipients: Building Skills,
Configg.nce. and a strqng Future in Agriculture

her grooming and care supplies
organized and ready for show day.
The show box helps her wanspon
equipment easily and ensures she
always has what she needs at live-
stock shows,

Although Mylan has heen
showing cattle for only one year,
shé has already gained oemendous
knowledge. She has built strong
bonds with her animals and is eager
to keep expanding her understand-
ing of nutrition, breeding, and daily
cattfe care. Her project has strength-
ened her work ethic and sense of
responsibility, skills she plans o

Thene & Felps ..... There co Fope
Sutcide o Hever the Salutiosn

Adams County

Suicide =
Prevention

Coalition

If you are struggling, call....

9-8-8

Visit acsuicideprevention.org

You will find helpful information regarding what to do if you or
a laved ane Is struggiing with depression and/or suicidal thowghts,
as well as halping resourcas in the area

Jillian Shaffer
grow even more in the year ahead.

Last summer marked Jailyn's
first year in the show ring. Using
her grant funding, she purchased
a 24-inch turbo Hvestock fan, an
essential piece of equipment that
keeps her anlmals cool in the
summer heae and provides better
fly control in che barn.

Jailyn is excited to continue
showing cattle as she deepens her
knowledge of animal nutritior: and
the process of raising high-quality
beef She aims to feed her ani-
mals efficiently and responsibly,
promoting both healthy livestock
and consumer trust. Her curiosicy
and dedication shine through in
everything she does.

Another frst-year exhibitor,
Harley used her 4-H grant to pur-
chase her own set of clippers, an
important step roward mastering
grooming techniques and tak-
ing greater responsibility for her
animals” care.

Harley's interest in the beef
industry Is growing rapidly. She
enjoys learning about diffgrent
cattle breeds, building practical
skills, and preparing for her first
chance to show at the Adams
County Fair. Her long-term goal Is
to understand all aspects of beef
cattle farming, from daily care
routines to balanced nutrition.

Jillian, an eighi-year member
of the Ursa Willing Workers 4-H
Club, is mking on a brand-new
chaffenge this year In the Creative
& Cultural Arts - Video Project
category. She is using her 4-H grant
o purchase a viogping camera,

RAN

TRUCK CENTERS

inspired by her summer experience
as an Honor Hight intern.

While working with the Hon-
or Flight program, Jillian had the
opporiunity tc use their camera
to “capture the day” for veterans,
a meaningful experience that
sparked her passion for storyrell-
ing. Now, she plans to use her own
camerz to create videos featuring
the Ursa Willing Workers 4-H Club,
the Youth leadership Academy
through the Extension, and the
community service projects she
participates in,

Jillian hopes 1o leam how
10 capture meaningful moments
in her community and at her high

Jailyn Akers

school. Her long-term goal is to
build strong video editing skdlls as
she prepares for a future career in
marketing.

The Adams County Farm Bu-
reau Foundation is proud of Mylan,
Jailyn, Harley, and Jiflian for their
dedicasion, ¢uriosity, and hard work.
Their projects highlight the value
of 4-H programs and the impact
grant supperr can have in helping
young people take meaningful steps
toward their goals.

These young leaders are not
just raising cattle or creazing videos,
they’re building skills, confidence,
and a strong foundation for the
fueure of agriculiure.

Welcome New Members
Kallin Crile \
Bouglas and Dizna Schmidt

Kevin Walker
Cole Wellman

WISHING YOU A JOYQUS

217-224-2030

R

AND PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR

Www, nextranusa.com
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The regular board meeting
of the Adams County Farm Bureau
was called to order by President
Ben Hugenberg at 4:40 pan. on
November 12, 2025.

Annabelle Schaffnit led the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag,

Acendance was taken by
Secretary Brad Duncan.

GUESTS: IFB District 9 Director
Rick Edwards gave an update on
Country Financial

Concerns from metnbers: Board
of Directors

A letter is being sent to the
Herald Whig about imperting beef
From Argentina,

The Adams County Farm Bu-
reau Board Directors adjourned the
regular Farm Bureau board meet-
ing and convened as the Adams
County Farm Bureau Foundation
Board,

Adams County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation: Annabelfe Schaffnit

A motion was made and
seconded to send $500 to the
Minois Foundation FFA for $100
donations to each FFA Chapter
in Adams County. The motion
carried,

Foundation Grant: Chairnian, Ryan
Meyer

A motion was made and
secoended o approve three 4-H
grant projects for $200 each. The
motion carried.

The Adams County Farm Bu-
Teay reconvened the regular Farm
Bureau Board Meeting.

FARM BUREALI SECRETARY
AND TREASURER REPORTS:

The Secretary’s Report was
given by Secretary Brad Duncan.

A motion was made and sec-
onded to approve the Secretary’s
Report for the month of Septentber.
The motior carried.

The Treasurer’s Repore was
given by Nathan Parker.

Reviewed the 290 tax forms
for FYE 063025.

Amotion was made and sec-
onded t approve the Treasurer's
Report for the month of QOctober.
The mation carried.

The Membership Report
given by Ben Hugenberg.

Five associate members had

ADAMS COUNTY FARM BUREAU

November Board Meeting Minutes

indicated being a landowner with
acreage on the back of the dues
renewal stub, After review and
discussion, a motion was made and
seconded 1o veclassify the five asso«
ciate members to voting members,
The motion carried,

A motion was made and
secended 1o approve the new
members and Membership Report
for the months of September and
Orctober. The motion caried.

Legistative Committeer Chairman,
Ryan Meyer

Action request was sent out.

A motion was made and
seconded to give $50 to St jude
Hospital in memory of Ryan Whi-
teside. The motion carried. Ryan
Whiteside was the Director of Na-
tional Legislation at IFB.
Marketitg Committee: Chairman,
Brad Duncan

It was brought up from a
member of the community about
ACFB paying for deer processing.
A motion was made and seconded
to not approve the processing of
deer. The motion carried.

Young Farmers Committee: Chair-
man, Trevor Maiers

The statewide Young Leaders
Conference wilf be held February
6-7 in East Peoria.

Are working on getting dates
and information on putting to-
gether a young farmer trip.

Local Affair Committee: Chairman,
Nathan Parker

Rural Development Grants
are available from JAA

Ameren lllinois will have
a meeting about the Central [L
Grid Transformation Program on
November 19 at Tiramisa starting
at 12:00 pau. There are four spots
available,

Building Committee; Chairman,
Bobby Baker

The new roof is srill an
schedule for installation.
Viewpoint Committee: Manager,
Annabelle Schaffnit - no repornt
Ag in the Classroom Committee:
Chatrwoman, Danelle Donley

AITC for adults Is stacting in
the spring,

schmiedeskamp

ROBERTSON NEU & MITCHELL LLF
LANYERS

Serving clients in Illinots, Missouri, Towa,
Florida, Texas, Arizona, Montana and Colorado

Estate, Trust and
Succession Planning Group:

John R. Longlett, James A. Rapp,
Harold B. Oakley, Michael A, Bickhaus,
Joseph B. Ou, Jeffrey L. Terry
and Shelby N. Clinging

Schmiedeskamp Robertson
Nen & Mitchell LLP
525 Jersey, Quincy, IL 62301
{217) 223-3030 = Fax (217 223-1005
WWW SITim.com

We received a $9,251 grant

from JAITC.
Public Relations Committee:
Chairman, Ryar Meyer - no report
Execridive Committeg: Chaimman,
Ben Hugenberg

Met on November & to set
the agenda for the November
board meeting.

Fair Committee: Chairman, Alan

Ippensen - no report

Annual Meeting/Appreciation

Pienie: Grant Huber - no report
Manager, Annabelle Schaffnit

Looking into increasing the
ad prices in our monthly news-
paper.

A motion was made and
seconded to participate In the Cost
Advantage Program with Pike-Scott
and Cathoun Farm Buweaus. The
motion carried.

A motion was made and
seconded o give $50 o four MM
members who plan to take the
Annie’s Froject class hosted by the
University of lilinois. The motion
carried.

A motion was made and
seconded to pay the cost of a
collegiate farm bureau member to
atrend the JAA annual meeting in
Chicago. The motion carried,

Manager, Annabelle Schaffnit

We recetved a thank you
from the Brown County Food Bas-
ket for a meat donation.

The IAA annual meeting will
be held December 5-9 in Chicago,
There will be a Brushville corcert
on December &.

Delegates for the 2025 IAA
annual meeting are Ben Mugenberg,
Brent Clair, Dustin Speckhart, Eli
Gronewold and Grant Huber,
Alternates are Bobby Baker, Tim
Ellerbrock, Brad Duncan, Nathan
Parker, Ryan Meyer, and Juscin
Oberling.

Delegates attending the IAA
annual meeting were encouraged
o purchase train tickezs,

There will be a meet and
greet with Philip Nelson and Mark
Lietekin on November 17 in the
ACFB basement starting at 6:30
pm.

The three main Commiteees
will meet prior to the December
board meeting.

A Resolutons zoom meet-
ing will be held on December {
in the ACFB basement starting ar
46:00 pm.

The AFBF annual meeting will
be held January 2-13 in Anaheim,
CA.

The Board social outing is
scheduled for March 7 atthe Tower
of Pizza.

The next board meeting will
be held on December 10, 2625 in
the Farm Bureau boardroom start-
ing with dirner at 4:00 p.m, and
board meeting starting at 7:00 p.m.

A motion was made and
seconded 1o adjourn the meeting.
The motion carried and the meet-
ing adjourned at B:55 pm.

Respectively submirted,
Brad Duncan, Secretary

i
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Kitchen Legacies

Homemade Dishes Outlive Generations

Field meals deliver their own form of heroism, and Mom saves
the day. She dishes out the seasonal suppers spring and fall with guid-
ance from her sidekicks - women past and present who submitted their
kitchen's besr recipes to a church cookbook. Leah’s Festa bake, Marie’s
orange salad, Debra’s pizza casserole and Ann's marble squares have
fueled our field crew for years,

Out here ir farm country, the names of past landowners often
carry forward, becoming part of the land’s identity long after ownership
has changed. For instance, the “Lievens Back Botzom,” which my parents
have owned half my life, was previously tended by the late Mr, and Mrs.
Lievens. ¥Il spare you 50 more examples, My point the same goes for
good, home-cooked food.

Thanks to small-town recipe books, heme cooks eamed their own
version of legacy status without needing acreage on a balance sheet
Instead, they claimed a kitchen, embraced a passion znd created recipes
or refined family ones in 9x 13 batches that fed and delighred the loca!
masses.

Long before Google became a verb, churches published cookbooks
filled with personal recipe submissions, each tied to a name. No digital
versions exist of these limited-edition paper relics. There are no pictures.
No reviews. Each recipe stands solely on the credibifity of the cook who
submitted it as a ime-tested family favorite - and that alone serves as a
buif-in 5-star rating,

I have proof with Losraine’s broccoli soup, Pam’s pizza erust, Lou's
cool cucumber pasta and Mary’s Thanksgiving dressing. Mom and 1 made
12 batches of Kathy's hash brown au gratin for 3 farm wedding. | adore
Susan’s corn casserole and chuck wagon baked heans. And Grandma’s
published recipe for frosted banana bars is better than bread. [t freezes
well, toc.

The book enries tell stories. Ingredients llke strawbetries, zucchini,
thubarb and blackberries signal home gardeners and wild biackberry
pickers who love to cook The salad section proves that Jell-0 2nd Cool
Whip absolutely qualify as salads by Midwestern standards.

F own hundreds of pages of local recipes In five cookbooks. Mom
has a dozen. Grandma’s stash fills a cabinet, and my aurt collects them.
The recipes are worth repeating, the novelty worth preserving and the
pages a testament to the women who - in their quiet heroism - fed a
community, And s}l do.

Getting to Know Farm Bureau Policy

104. Ilinois Banking Structure

We support

1. An adequate supply of competitively priced credit for all credit
worthy farmers

2. Comperenc staff in local banks who understands agriculture and
the unique risks with which farmers muss deal

3. Fair competition for banks of all sizes and in all locales

4, Farm competition with other types of lenders

5. Economic decision making that is not concentrated in the hands
of a few large financial institutions

&, Constant or a net Inflow of capital into the area in which francal
institutions are being acquired, merged, or consolidated

7. Grearter serutiny of an Investigation into and-trust ramifications
and violations in relatlon to mergers and other acquistions
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Adams County 4-H Celebrates

ADAMS COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Lori Walbring was named
Year.

Adars County 4-H members
and volunteers were recognized for
their yearlong project achievements
at the 88th Annual Achievement
Day. For 4-H members, this event
marks the culmination of a fll year
of work in project areas. Records
completed in the fall aliow youth
to reflect on their experiences,
celebrate successes, and set goals
for the upcoming year.

The program, led by Adams
County 4-H Federation members,
began with recognition of Cla-
verbud members, ages 5-7, who
participate in exploratory activities
that promote positive youth devel-
opment, Those recognized were
Rheur Bockheld, Agnes Boessen,
Mabel Cramsey, Ayda Duesterhaus,
Scarlerr Duesterhaus, Rosie Ervin,
Brylee Evans, Brynlee Griffith, Au-
brey Gunther, Newt Hesse, Wesson

_88th Annual Achievement Day

Dale Donley Leader of the
KHl, Walter Mathews, Danika Mock,
Karlene Oberr, Jaxon Powell, Rem-
ington Prenger, Verity Price, and
Harley Shaffer.

Leader Service Awards hon-
ored volunteers for their dedica-
tion, One-year leaders included
Shawna Kenady and Angela lum-
mer. Five-year leaders were Clare
Smith, Adam Weiman, and Kelly
Weiman, Ten-year leaders were
Heather Lalr and Gena Mintle, and
Jeanne Drebes was recognized for
20 years of service.

Senjor 4-H members com-
pleting their final year included
lane Barker, Olivia Barry, Caltlin
Burwinkle, Sophia Genenbaches,
Corbin Knox, Carter Knuffman,
Simon Mixer, Claire Taute, Lance
Venvertloh, and Ashley Walbring
First-year members were ako cel-
ebrated for beginning their 4.H

Lance Wonlam was named Outstanding 4-H Mmher

the Year.

Journey,

Individual project award
recipients demonstrated excel-
lence across diverse categeties. In
Animal Science, Gabriella Fischer
was tecognized; Sawyer Goodwin,
Ryleigh Powell, and Grady Shaffer
for Beef; Bradley King for Cars:
Madilyn King for Dogs; Gabriella
Chatten for Horse; Blake Hack-
amack for Poultry; Courtney Huber
for Rabbits; Brinley Hackamack and
Brocklynn Hackamack for Sheep;
Courtaey Huber for Smabl Pets;
and August Hesse for Swine. In
Career and Leadership Develop-
ment, Hayley Lair was recognized
for College and Career Readiness,
Meredith Shaffer for Leadership,
Zoey Kasparie for Ready4Life, and
Dax Klusmeyer for Setvice Learning.
Civic Engagement awards went to
Marissa Minte for Civic Engage-
ment, Callie Longlet: for Family
Heritage, and lsaiah Brass for in-

Dan Shriver was named Suppertive Alumni of the Year.

terculivral. Creative and Cultural
Arts winners included Gabriella
Fischer for Clathing and Textiles;
Andi Kirdin for Interior Design;
Paysli Dieterle for Photography;
and Paige Colamatteo, Andi Kirlin,
Dax Klusmeyey, Mariah Mintle,
Kolby Shaffer, and Lance Woolam
for Visval Arts. Environmental
Sciences awards went o Marizh
Mintle for Natural Resources and
Kaden Knight for Shooting Sports.
In Gardening, Agriculture, and
Food Access, Logan Ippensen was
recognized for Crops; Emmaline
Garman and Juliette Garman for
Horrculture; and Helen Mathews
for Floriculture, Healthy Living and
Nutrition awards went to Lance
Woolam for Mealth and Kodi
Dudee, Jillian Shaifer, and Hayley
Lair for Food and Nutrition, STEM
awards included Bradley King for
Aerpspace, Simeon Mathews for
Prones, Kooper Powell for Electric-

Illinois Extension and Adams County Farm Bureau Launch
New Illinois Watershed Stewards Course

University of lllinols Extension, in partnership with the Adams

“This program provides a unique opportunity for residents to

County Farm: Bureau, launches a new Nlinofs Watershed Stewards course
in Spring 2024, This marks the first time the Watershed Stewards program
has been offered to residents of west central illinois counties-al} coun-
tes that border either the Mississipp! River or the lllinols River, making
watershed education especially relevant to the region,

The lllinois Watershed Stewards program engages community
members as informed stewards of their local watersheds. Through science-
based education led by a diverse team of experts-including soil sclentists,
hydrologlsts, aquatic ecologists, forestry and stormwater professionals,
emergency managemenc staff, river-focused leaders, and watershed
project practitioners-participants will explore how water moves across
the landscape and how local land-use decisions affect water quality far
beyond their own communities,

With the Mississippi and lilinos rivers serving as vital resources for
drinking water, agriculture, recreation, wildiife habitat, and ransportation,
understanding watershed systems is critical for the long-term health of
these waterways and the communities thaz depend on them.

The program consists of eight weekly evening classes, held Mon-
days from 5:30-8:00 p.m., beginning February 23 and concluding April
13, 2026 Sessions will be held at the Adams County Extension Office/
Farm Bureau, lower level, located ar 330 S, 34th Steet, Quiney, llinois,

The program fee is $84, which includes session materizls, dinner
each evening, and soil test vouchers. This course is supported by the
llinols Farm Bureau Mutrfent Stewardship Grant program,

batter understand how local actions connect to the Misslssippi and Ji-
linols rivers,” said Amy Lefringhouse, Natural Resources Educator with
University of llfinois Extension. "We're excited to dffer this new [eaming
OppOrtuNity in a region where water plays such an important role in our
LConoRYy, envirorment, and daily lives.”

Te register, visit gollinoisedu/watershedsteward, For questions
about the program or to request a reasonable accommodation, please
contact Amy Lefinghouse at heberlei@illinois.edu or call the Adams
County Extension Office at 217-223-8380,

HAPPY

ity, Xander Garman for Robotics,
Asher Brokaw for Small Engines,
Grady Shaffer for Welding, and
Everert Hodgson for Woodworking.

The My Experience Awards
recognized members for participa-
tion and leadership throughout the
year, Bronze recipients incleded
Asher Brokaw, Wyart Brokaw, Kodi
Duke, pMaddie East, Owen East,
Sawyer Goodwin, August Hesse,
Gradey Norsworthy, and Willow
Shaffer. Silver recipients included
Blake Hackamack, Andi Kirin, Callie
Longlett, Mariah Mirtle, Claire Nor-
sworthy, and Dexter Shupe. Gold
recipients included Braylee Brack-
ensick, Juliette Garman, Xander
Garman, Emmaline Garman, Erinley
Hackamack, Brooklynn Hackamack,
Bradley King, Madilyn King, Dax
Klusmeyer, and Hayley Lair, Dia-
mond recognition was awarded
to Kolby Shaffer for Community
Service, and Emerald recognition
was awarded to Grady Shaffer for
Leadership and Lance Woolam for
Communizty Service,

Several clubs earned [llinots
4-H Club Awards. Burton Flyers
were recognized for Community
Service, Ellington Hilltoppers for
Community Service, Leadership, and
Project Learning and Ursa Willing
Workers for Leadership.

Special henors included the
Electricity Award presented to Kaop-
er Powell of Burton Fiyers, The 4-H
Club Secretary Award was given to
Ryleigh Powell of Burton Flyers, the
4-H Club Treasurer Award 1o Allie
Carolan of Ursa Willing Workers, and
the 4-H Cluly Scrapbook Award to
Central Adams Firecrackers. Juliette
Garman of Lirsa WillingWorkers was
named Growing 1st Year Member
of the Year, Jillian Shaffer of Ursa
Willing Workers was named Growing
4-H Member of the Year, and Grady
Shaffer of Central Adams Firecrack-
ers was named Growing Federation
Member of the Year, The Hackamack
Family received 4-H Family of the
Year. Supportive Alumni of the Year
was awarded 1o Dan Shriver, and
Lori Walbring was honored as Dale
Denley Leader of the Year.

Foundation Awards recog-
nized top experience levels: Bronze
~ Kedi Duke of Lirsa Willing Work-
ers, Silver - Blake Hackamack of
Burtor Flyers, and Gold - Brinley
Hackamack of Burten Flyers. The
| Dare You Award was presented
to Ashley Walbting of Ellington
Hilltoppers, Allie Carolan of Ursa
Willing Workers, and Elifah Perry
of Central Adams Firecrackers.
Gabby Fischer received the Betty
Venverdloh Memorlal Award, The
Iohn Alison Memorial recognized
Jaxon Travivener of County Liners
4-K Club for Skeep and Elaina Wei-
man of Holy Heroes for Dairy. The
Debbie Reed leadership Award was
presenzed to Dax Klusmeyer of Ursa
Willing Workers. Ashley Walbring of
Eflington Rilltoppers received the
Glen Tenhouse Leadership Memo-
rial, and Lance Woolam of Central
Adams Firecrackers was named Qut-
standing 4-H Member of the Year.

The Adams County 4-H
Achigvement Program signifies
completion of the 2024-25 4-H
year. The new program vyear is
underway, and members are en-
couraged to contact club leaders
for meeting schedules. For more
informaticn, call 217-223-8380 or
email snthomps@illinois.edu.
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE
EDUCATION FOR THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE

JWCC Agriculture
Program Updates

By Jody Heavner, Direttor

Where has 2025 gone? Time
is fiying by. The Fall was busy with
classes, contests, events and hands-
on [earning. We have had countless
opportunities to introduce our
students to new experiences and
adventures within the agricultre
industry. We truly appreciate our in-
dustry partners who step up to host
out judging team and class field
Tips and Join us in the classroom as
guest speakers. It is your experise
and consiections that helps to open
doors for our studenss,

Januzry will find our livestock
evaluation students on the road to
the Cartlemen’s Classic in Okla-
homa City and National Western
Stock Show. This trip allows muitiple
opportunities 1o compete but more
importantly, many chances o see
the agriculture industry across many
states and many miles,

The IWCC Ag Program is
looking forward o hostdng several
Section and District FFA events. Our
stucents will assist with Veterinary
Technology, Ag Mechanics and Par-
liamentary Pracedure competitions
this spring. The Career Develop-
ment Events allow our students to
give back to the organization that
has given so mych to them. We are
always excited to have our area high
school students visic our facility and
look forward to a busy spring sup-
porting them!

February 3rd wifl find us host-
Ing the Annual IWCC Ag Program
Banquet. The event will Kick off at
6pm in the Ag Center Arena. This
will be 2 night to recognize cur stu-

Jack Bastart

Jeff Kroancka

el e LU T2

dents as well as those who make
all that we do possible. Each year,
we are inducting a new class in the
TWCC Agriculture Hall of Fame, Do
you know someone who has gone
above and beyond in their profes-
sional achievements or contribu-
tions to the JWCC Ag Program?
In 2024 and 2025, we proudly
Inducted Larry Fischer, Donnz
Jansen, Don Peter, Bob Rhea, Mike
Vose, Andy Bastert, Fred and Car-
ole Bradshaw, and Matr Bradshaw
to the Hall of Fame. Help us honor
someone who has been an impor-
@nt part of building the program
and creating opportunites for our

students. Please reach out if you
know of a deserving individual.

The Spring will be busy with
many events, and we welcome
our community © join us for a
Livestock Showmanship Clinic with
4<H on February 14th and our
Ag Pathway Day for prospective
sidents on March 20th,

As always feel free to conract
us ar jheavner@jwecedu or call
217-641-4236 if you would like
o come for a visit or learn more
about the program. Follow us on
Facebook at JWCC Agricultural
Education Center for che latest
updates.

Helping you protect what
matters most

Doug Greemwell

ErlcErvin
Quincy Quincy Quincy
[217) 222-5841 (e17) 222.5841 (277} 222-7300

Casey Casey

Llberty Guingy Camp Polnt Quiney
{217) 645-3p42 {217 936-2120 {217) 640-5894 (217) 2227304

AL otV o masebong e for F1e043 Eiancual famly of siingen caprpanies.
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Annie's Project Returns to Empower

Women in Agriculture and Small Business

Across rural Hlinols and beyond, women are increasingly stepping
into leadership roles in agriculture-whether managing farms, launching
ag-based small businesses, or supparting family operations, Yer desplte
their growing presence, many women still face barriers to accessing the
financial, legal, and marketing knowledge needed to confidently make
decisions and grow their encerprises.

Annie’s Project is a six-week course designed to equip women in
agriculture and ag-related small businesses with the skills, confidence, and
connections they need to thrive. Through expert-led sessions in produc-
tion, financizl managemenc, human resources, marketing, and legal topics,
participants gain practical knowledge in a welcoming, discussion-based
environment. The program fosters community, encourages questions, and
celebrates the diverse paths women take in agriculture. Whether you're
new 1o the field or have years of experience, Annie’s Project offers a
space to leam, grow, and connect.

This yzar's Annie’s Project course will be held on Wednesdays
from January 21 through March 4, 2028, with March 10 reserved in
case of inclement weather. Each evening begins with a light dinner at
5:00 pm., followed by the session from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. The program
will take place in the basement of the Adams County Farm Burean, The
costis §150, which includes meals and al! supplies.

Whether you're managing a farm, launching an ag-based business,

Erlca Slepheﬁson

Drew Miitar
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We Want Te Hear
From Sur Readers

IF you have letters to the editor, which you would [ike to
appear in this paper concerning agricultural related sopics, we be
interested in hearing from you. Please limit your letters 1o 300
words and a name and address must accompany each lecter to be
published. All letters are subject to editing.

The Adams County Farm Bureau reserves the right to reject
any letrer. No political endorsements will be published. A daytime
phone number is required for verification; however, the number
will not be published. You may email your letters or comments
to actb@adams.net or send them to Adams County Farm Bureau,
P.O. Box 3037, Quincy, EL 62305,

or simply looking to grow your knowladge, Annie’s Project is for you.
Joiry us for six evenings of learning, connaction, and empowement Space
Is limited, s register by January 14 ar goillinois.edu/Annies Project.

For more information, contact Dawn Weinberg, Ag in the Classroom
Coerdinator, at 2 17-357-2150 or dweinber@illinois.edu. Information
about the national Anries Project initiative can be found ar www.an-
niiesproject.org.

Adams County Farm Bureau is going o pay $50 of the registra-
tion to the first four women who are Adams County Farm Bureag MM
memnbers (farmer member} or the spouse of an MM member whe talk
with Annabelle at the Farm Bureau office. You must talk with Annabelle
before registering.
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PEACE & JOY THIS SEASON

.. FREE CLASSIFIED ADS ...

1) Members may run cial classified ads free of charge.
2) Advertisements will be aceepted on a first-come (irst serve basis,
3) Ads must be in the Farm Barean office by the 15th of each montck
to appeer in the next month's issue.

4) We reserve the right to refuse any or all ads,

FOR SALE

1992 GMC Sierra pick-up truck, set-up for goose neck trailer. no rust, kept in
shed, 94,738 miles, Call 217-656-3082,

Seasoned firgwood. Call 277-224-6296,

1966 Farmall 806 Trucior, $10,500; 1996 Dedge pickup wilh snow blode,
§3,500; Hyster fork 1ift. $6,500; Miller welder/gencrator with trailer, $2.500.
Coll 217-257-6666.

FREE (you dig): Purple irises, rod rose bush, mock ornge bush. rural Liberty.
Call 217-645-3700 or text 217-779-8258 for pictutes.
This section is for members to advertise un itewm that they bave for sale
and ls intended to be for a specific item. This (s not for 3 service o1 ongo-
ing business ventere, but 2 pne-time selling opportunity. This space is
oot to adyertise centmunity events or fondraisers either.

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS
For Farm Bureau Members

Farm Bureau members may run classified ads free in the Adams
County Farm Burzau News.

Name;

AD:

USE THIS FORM - SEND IT TO:
Adams County Farm Bureau
330 South 36th, P.O. Box 3037
Qutney, llinofs 62305 or Call 217-222-7305




